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“From first steps to the steady 

hands and hearts of our long- 

time friends, we are privileged 

to join in the journey of every 

person who comes here looking 

to live in recovery. 

I have faith in the vision that 

has carried us now for 20 years, 

and in the bright light of hope 

and recovery for individuals 

and families that will guide our 

way forward.”
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Letter from the  

President 

On June 21, 2018, we celebrate our 20th Anniversary – 20 years to the day since we opened 
the doors of The Retreat at Upland Farms, making real our vision for a peer-driven, educational, 
Twelve Step-based, caring community approach to recovery. It is fitting that we mark our 
anniversary on the longest day of the year: As we have now seen for 20 years, and in the service 
of 22,000 people, recovery is life out of the shadows of addiction and into the light of the living. 

Twenty years is a good and appropriate occasion to consider the arc of progress at The Retreat. 
We are the result of an idea developed over seven years of discussion at The Basilica of St. 
Mary in Minneapolis by a group of renowned leaders in the treatment and medical fields, plus 
long-time recovery and business leaders – the Community of Recovering People, or CORP – 
who believed that there could be a simpler, but richer, path to recovery. A path that follows  
the fundamental idea that recovery happens when we connect people who want it with people 
who have it. 

Twenty years ago we opened our doors to Guest #1, Jimmy P., with a commitment to this idea, 
and to the belief that we can help people live free from their addiction if they make the choice 
to surrender, open their hearts and minds to the love, security and guidance of a higher power, 
commit to a seat in the front row of Twelve Step recovery, and embrace the good that is at the 
heart of a caring community. This is the essence of a spirituality-based, Twelve Step, mutual-help 
approach to recovery; we have been true to this formula from the start, and we see proof every 
day that The Retreat changes – and saves – lives. 

It stands to reason that a year of extraordinary 
milestones should also be a year of extraordinary 
transformation for The Retreat.

2

John H. Curtiss
President and CEO, The Retreat
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Expanding the reach and impact of The Retreat, and growing our 
community, are core to our mission. There are now 10 Retreat-model 
locations (currently operating or in process) throughout the United States 
and abroad. In early 2019, The Retreat in Sydney, Australia will open its 
doors. We help mentor, counsel, develop and train boards, and provide a 
‘playbook’ to these locations so that they can support and grow their own 
recovery communities as we do. 

We also launched a new platform for MyRecovery.com, bringing this 
online tool to the greater global recovery community. MyRecovery.com 
and the MyRecovery app break down barriers to access, turning any 
mobile device into a “meeting in your pocket.” This anytime-anywhere 
portal for information and face-to-face connections includes interactive 
video-based meetings available on the hour, service opportunities and a 
library of recovery resources. 

Expanding access: bricks, mortar and more

Treatment in the U.S. continues to grow more complicated, more expensive, and 
less accessible, reflecting managed care methodologies and a growing clinical 
mindset. We’re different, focusing instead on a model of care for people who 
don’t require the clinical intensity and medical interventions that are typical of a 
medical-model treatment. 

The simplicity of our model belies a powerful richness of programs that are rooted 
in community, connections, compassion and spirituality. We are an immersion in 
the Steps, traditions and spirituality of Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon, and 
we are a true reflection of the undeniable power that each of us has in lifting 
others to amazing heights. 

We work hard to be good stewards of our community, and to the programs that 
sustain life in recovery. The unstoppable growth and energy of Women in Recovery, 
and Breakfast Club’s monthly celebration of milestones, birthdays and bacon, are 
proof that together we are stronger, a force for good. Our 55Plus program provides 
connection and purpose for those in our community aged 55 and older looking for 
recovery resources and common bonds. And through The Retreat Adventures, the 
Minnesota Boundary Waters Canoe Area and the Colorado Rockies are conduits for 
reflection and adrenaline for adventuring groups of fellow travelers. These programs 
all saw great growth in 2017, and are poised to continue that growth.

A focus on the caring community
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THE PROOF IS IN THE NUMBERS 

{ }
We also remain true to the idea that recovery at The Retreat should be accessible, 
effective and affordable. At $4,900 for our 30-day residential program (including 
family program for one family member), The Retreat costs significantly less than 
more clinically-oriented treatment programs, and produces industry-best outcomes. 
Moreover, we are committed to sustaining and expanding our scholarship program 
so that we can welcome more into our community, regardless of their ability to pay.

22,000 
People served  

since we opened our  
doors 20 years ago

88 
AA and Al-Anon groups  
in the Twin Cities bring  
meetings each month

4 Million 
Scholarship dollars  

awarded to 5,000 guests  
since 1998 

$$$

1,100 
Men and women participate  

every month in meetings,  
programs and social events  

including Breakfast Club and  
Women in Recovery 

78

400 
Volunteers support  

guests and their  
families every month

100+ 
55Plus hosts more  
than 100 people  

every week through  
day programs  

and AA meetings

Beds in 6 sober living residences, supporting ongoing 
recovery and transitions to more productive lives
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Our Next Step
In 2017 we took an important step that will secure The 
Retreat’s place as a leading center for recovery resources 
and community: Our Next Step is a capital project that will 
enhance and expand the facilities, programs and capacity 
on our Wayzata campus, and also create the new National 
Center for Women’s Recovery at The Retreat. This is a 
healthy and important stretch for us, one that we believe 
is key to serving the growing and evolving needs of the 
recovery community, particularly in addressing the unique 
needs of women seeking recovery. Our Next Step has 
been enthusiastically embraced by The Retreat community, 
and outreach to inspire additional support continues. 
Together, we will celebrate the grand opening of the new 
National Center for Women’s Recovery in February, 
2019. Phase II construction to enhance the men’s wing and 
common areas will start later in 2019.

The lightness of things
G.K. Chesterton once said, “Angels fly because they take themselves lightly.” Every day at The Retreat, I am amazed to 
see angels take flight, and at the lightness that radiates from every corner of our community. 

Twenty years ago we opened our doors, guided by a sure sense of what The Retreat could do to support those looking 
to live, joyfully and fully engaged, in recovery. The combined experience and insights of our founding CORP members 
provided the vision for The Retreat, and we have stayed true to that vision from Day One. 

From first steps to the steady hands and hearts of our longtime friends, we are privileged to join in the journey of every 
person who comes here looking to live in recovery. Faith is the vision of the heart: I have faith in the vision that has 
carried us now for 20 years, and in the bright light of hope and recovery for individuals and families that will guide our 
way forward. 

In love and gratitude, 

John H. Curtiss
President and CEO, The Retreat 
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As we mark our 20th Anniversary, I am beyond 
grateful to The Retreat community for your support 
of our development and fundraising efforts. 
We’re navigating a time of important change and 
growth, and also encountering new challenges and 
opportunities that will inform – and inspire – our 
outreach in the future.  

My job at The Retreat is to generate giving revenue 
that supports our lifesaving mission. Two years into my 
tenure, I am humbled and honored by the generosity 
of individuals, corporations and foundations, and 
by the energy and commitment that our community 
continues to extend to The Retreat. 

You have given generously to scholarships and capital 
projects for more than 20 years. In 2017, we took 
important steps – including Our Next Step – to 
support and strengthen The Retreat mission. As of 
May, 2018, we have raised $6.5 million toward our 
$10.5 million goal. 

Key priorities for the Development office include:

•  Renewing support from loyal, year-over-year donors

•   Producing two annual fundraising events that focus 
on fun, community and hospitality 

•   Outreach to encourage support for scholarships, 
building improvements and the new National 
Center for Women’s Recovery 

The Retreat is unique in that our operations are not 
dependent on fundraising dollars. All gifts go directly to 
supporting scholarships and essential capital projects. 

In June, much of our focus is on the Golf Extravaganza. 
Our summer calendar is filled with events that bring us 
together, and I look forward to seeing you at Rush Creek 
in July, Imagine Gala in October, Breakfast Club or any 
other place where we gather. Or, if you’re ever on our 
Wayzata campus, my door is always open. I hope to see 
you soon. 

In gratitude,

Peter C. Hubbard
Director of Development 

Development  

Overview

As of May, 2018, 
we have raised $6.5 
million toward our 
$10.5 million goal.



Unrestricted
Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently 
Restricted 2017 Total 2016

Support and Revenue
Pledges and Contributions
Program Service Fees (Net of Scholarships Provided  
 of $539,095 in 2017 and $510,015 in 2016)
Special Events
 Revenue
 Expenses
Investment Income (Loss)
Other revenue

$ 1,150,653
 
 3,358,780

–
–

 192,486
 9,765

 $ 4,022,295

–

 403,826
    (161,183)

–
–

 $       – 

– 

–
–
–
–

 
$ 5,172,948
 
 3,358,780

 430,826
 (161,183 ) 
 192,486
 9,765

 
$ 908,965
 
 3,707,738

 441,759
 (173,958 )
 47,064
 10,117

 Total Support

Net Assets Released from Restrictions:
 Satisfaction of Program Restrictions

  4,711,684 

   883,909  

   4,291,938  

   (883,909)

–

–

  9,003,622 

–

 4,941,685

–

 Total Net Assets Released from Restriction

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE

  883,909  

   5,595,593  

  (883,909) 

  3,408,029

–

–

–

    9,003,622   

–

 4,941,685

Expenses
Program Services
 Retreat
 Residence
 Family Program
 Spiritual Development/McIver
 Non-Residential

   2,856,995  
   411,238  
   182,366  
   106,350  
  320,359  

–
–
–
–
–

–
–
–
–
–

   2,856,995  
  411,238  
   182,366  
  106,350  
   320,359  

  2,673,940 
 450,035
 222,258
 144,516
 347,185  

 Total Program Services

Support Services
 Management and General
 Fundraising

   3,877,308  

   465,145  
   194,852  

–

–
–

–

–
–

   3,877,308   

 465,145 
  194,852 

  3,837,934 

  481,804 
 122,239

 Total Support Services

TOTAL EXPENSES

   659,997  

  4,537,305  

–

–

–

–

  659,997  

   4,537,305  

   604,043 

  4,441,977

Pension-related changes other than 
 net periodic pension cost    127   127  127

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets – Beginning of Year

  1,058,415   

  8,267,406    

   3,408,029

   412,806  

–  

   715,562  

   4,466,444 

   9,395,774  

 499,835

 8,895,941

NET ASSETS – END OF YEAR $  9,325,821  $ 3,820,835 $  715,562 $13,862,218 $ 9,395,776

Community of Recovering People dba The Retreat 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the year ending December 31, 2017 
(With comparitive information for December 31, 2016)
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Community of  
Recovering People  
dba The Retreat

STATEMENTS  
OF FINANCIAL  
POSITION
December 31, 2017 and 2016  

ASSETS 2017 2016

Current Assets
  Cash and Cash Equivalents $          1,470,399 $          862,794
  Accounts Receivable 18,335 32,209 
    (Net of allowance for doubtful accounts of $1,000 for 2017 and 2016)
  Pledges Receivable, short-term 3,031,781 70,610 
    (Net of allowance for uncollectible pledges of $10,000 for 2017 & 2016)
  Prepaid Expenses and Other Current Assets 27,854 47,778

    Total Current Assets 4,548,369 1,013,391

Property and Equipment 
  Land 1,402,149 1,402,149
  Buildings 3,426,116 3,426,116
  Building Improvements 7,072,698 6,972,841
  Furniture 632,517 601,333
  Equipment 631,645 566,630
  Vehicles 30,446  30,446 
  Construction in Progress  114,919               11,840

  Total Property and Equipment, Cost 13,310,490 13,011,355 
  Accumulated Depreciation (4,728,774) (4,315,178)

    Total Property and Equipment, Net 8,581,716 8,696,177

Non-Current Assets
  Pledges Receivable, long-term  711,864          –
  Investments 762,136 645,173
  Investments – long-term (Endowment) 845,161 736,015
  Other non-current assets 102,728 92,963
  Intangible assets 40,021 40,021

    Total Other Assets 2,461,910 1,514,172

TOTAL ASSETS 15,591,995 11,223,740

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
  Accounts payable $            97,718 $            27,856
  Current portion of long-term debt 40,411 356,023
  Accrued salary and vacation 125,387 115,789
  Accrued interest 3,611 4,122
  Deferred revenue – Guest fees 79,204 38,440
  Sobriety deposits 22,000 12,500
  Accrued retirement expense 180,785 186,891
   Total Current Liabilities 549,116 741,621

Long-term Liabilities
 Mortgage loans payable 1,083,927 938,808
 Liability for pension benefits 96,734 147,535
    Total Long-term Liabilities 1,180,661 1,086,343

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,729,777 1,827,964

Net Assets 
  Unrestricted 12,009,181 8,267,408
  Temporarily Restricted 1,137,475 412,806
  Permanently Restricted 715,562 715,562
    Total Net Assets 13,862,218 9,395,776

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $  15,591,995 $  11,223,740
8
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Total Donor Actual Giving 2017
$5,647,160

Businesses
$71,066
1%

Donors
$3,612,286
64%

Alumni
$468,934
8%

Board
$1,235,787
22%

Employees
$23,337
<1%

Donors

Alumni

Board

Employees

Foundations

Businesses

Foundations
$235,750
4%

Total Giving by Program 2017
$5,647,160

Restricted/ONS Campaign
$4,356,315
77%

Capital
$1,400
<1%

Legacy
0%

General
$242,558
4%Events

$428,576
8%

Scholarship
$117,061
2%

Endowment
$501,250
9%

Capital

Restricted

Endowment

Scholarship

Events

General

Legacy
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GROUNDBREAKING 
NEXT STEPS
On May 15, 2018, board members, staff, 
Wayzata city officials and friends of  
The Retreat celebrated the start of 
construction for the new National Center  
for Women’s Recovery at The Retreat.

Wayzata Mayor Ken Willcox (Left) and John Curtiss

(From left) John Curtiss, President and CEO of The Retreat; John Fisch; 
Judy Halabrin; Andrea Buner, Women’s Residential Program coordinator; 
and Diane Poole, Director of Residential Programs

Supporters, board members and staff of The Retreat 
gather for the groundbreaking and blessing

(From left) Gale Sharpe, board vice chair; 
Kim Culp, board member; and Dick Rice
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I was on the verge of homelessness, and out of options, 
money, and time when I came to The Retreat. An Otto 
Bremer Scholarship covered the cost of my 30-day 
residential program. 

I was sincerely ready to live in recovery, and am forever 
grateful to be part of The Retreat community. At The 
Retreat, I found a sponsor, discovered Minnesota’s vibrant 
recovery community and learned that if I live the principles, 
the promises will come through.  

Today, I am surrounded with people whom I love, and 
who love me. With two and a half years of sobriety under 
my belt, I have a great job, manage a sober house and 
look forward to a bright future. Every day now I see how 
love and generosity are multiplied, and lift each of us in 
our own recoveries. And everything I give comes back to 
me tenfold. That is why I support The Retreat – I give 10 
percent of my paycheck to The Retreat because I believe  
in the work they do, and in everyone who looks to  
The Retreat for help. It’s an honor to do so. 

— Corben V. 

I spent 15 years as a relatively high-functioning alcoholic. 
I held a corporate job and looked successful from the 
outside, but inside I knew that my drinking was getting 
progressively worse, and that I couldn’t bear to continue 
down the path I was on. 

My first steps in a 12-step program were tentative – I 
would stand outside meeting rooms, or sit by myself in the 
back row. Then, with nine and a half months of sobriety, I 
relapsed for one night. This was the start of my journey to 
The Retreat – first by surrendering, and then making a real 
commitment to recovery.

The Retreat gave me the time and space to focus on my 
recovery, and prompted a huge shift in seeing what I 
needed to do. It was a full immersion with people who are 
strong in their recovery, and helped me to believe I could 
be strong too. 

Today, The Retreat is my vehicle for giving back – especially 
in helping women. I serve on the Women in Recovery 
board, help guide Fifth Steps, and lead a monthly chapel 
discussion. We have such an amazing, caring community, 
and I want women to know The Retreat as a place where 
they can be safe, feel loved, and grow deeper spiritually.

The Retreat has helped me learn that in giving, the gifts 
keep coming back – even when things get hard. My 
recovery is a conscious act: It’s the most important, most 
challenging, most beautiful thing in my life. 

— Jenessa J.

BRIGHT LIGHTS OF 
HOPE & RECOVERY



Donor Acknowledgments
The list is comprised of donors  
who made gifts and pledges to  
The Retreat from January 1, 2017 
to December 31, 2017.

Gifts of $1,000,000+

John & Ruth Huss
George Sherman

Gifts of $500,000-$999,999

Anonymous

Gifts of $250,000-$499,999

Robert & Lynda Bisanz
Larry Hendrickson &  
 Barbara Forester
Jack & Pam Safar

Gifts of $100,000-$249,999

Fran & Connie Coyne
Kim & Carol Culp
Ken, Joyce & Kendra Ogdon
Terry & Isabel Troy

Gifts of $50,000-$99,999

Anonymous
John Fisch & Judy Halabrin
Paul Johnson

Gifts of $25,000-$49,999

John Beal & Barbara Brin
Kevin & Polly Hart
Rodes & Patricia Hart
Gale Sharpe
Woodbury Foundation
Donald and Angela  
 Wozniak Foundation 

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999

Anonymous 
BMO Bank
Patricia Connelly
John & Brigid Curtiss
Arthur & Angie Erickson
Richard Erickson
Manfred & Kathy Gabler
David Haas
Daniel & Ruth Haggerty
Louis & Kathrine Hill
Janet Jones
Edward & Beverly Kaye
Kelley Lindes
Marie Manthey
Fred Martin
Terry & Mary McNellis
Dirk & Jennifer Miller
Rukavina Family Foundation
Jan Schwarz
Steve & Lisa Sill
Mike & Pam Sime
Tom & Laura Stein
TCF National Bank/TCF Foundation
Trillium Family Foundation
Robert Wacker
Leon & Patricia Westbrock Fund 
John & Faerol Wiedman 

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999

Ross & Annie Allen
John Andrus III CLAT 
Caron Renaissance
Conley Family Foundation
Michael Daub & Elizabeth  
 Birkland Daub
Marilyn Eastman
ED Design
James Griffith, Jr.
Dan & Jill Gustafson
Bob & Mary Harvey 
 

Al & Char Hatfield Family    
 Foundation 
Gordon & Lisa Hendrickson
L.H. Hendrickson & Company
Marc & Jackie Hertz
Keith & Debbie Johnson
Larry & Susan Koll
John & Priscilla MacDougall
Francis & Richyne Meyer
David & Renee Millerbernd
Mark & Lynn Myhra
Michael O’Connell
Jim & Kathryn Ramstad
Dan Reardon
Darwin & Geri Reedy
Tim & Margo Roth
William & Joyce Sexton  
 Family Foundation 
John & Lisa Shaughnessy
Whitney Foundation

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Catherine Andrus
Anonymous
James Ford Bell Foundation 
Bell Mortgage-Pay It Forward
William Bigley
Tom & Roseanne Buckley
Clere Consulting LLC 
Michael & Mary Cole
D’Amico & Partners
Patrick Doar
Engelsma Construction, Inc.
Farrell Family Foundation, Inc.
GFT Charity, Inc.
Stephen Gustafson & Debra Wright
Michael & Barbara Hubbard
Michael & Heide McDermott
Sally & John Morley Famly  
 Donor Fund 
Frank Woods Petersen
Lori Peterson 
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Donor Acknowledgments - Continued

Process Displays 
Joette Rasmussen
Renaissance Charitable  
 Foundation Inc.
Colleen Ryan
Jon & Julz Schwingler
StepUP/Augsburg University
Vince & Joanna Troy
Dewayne Ullsperger
Will Van Alen
Archie & Bertha Walker Foundation

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Anonymous
Albrecht Family Foundation
Peter & Bridgit Albrecht
Dick Anderson
Katherine Armstrong
Beauterre Recovery Institute
Jodi Beavers
Chuck & Jeanette Berg
Boyd Perkins Group Inc
Chet & Holly Broman
John Brown, Jr
Michael & Lizbeth Brown
Tom & Lois Brown
Patricia Burke
Tyler Carlson
Joe & Karen Casey
Michael & Sharon Conley
Dodd & Ann Cosgrove
Jeff & Cheryl Cowan
John Ramonas & Ana Marie Cox
Douglas & Wendy Dayton    
 Foundation 
George Dmowski
Brad Dupre
Patrick & Jeanne Dwyer
Doug & Wilma Eden
Kate Egart
Emily Program

Dorothy Engler
Dennis & Susan Felix
Harve Ferrill
Denise Flanders
Scott & Gina Foster
Tom & Michele Frahm
Michael Habermann
Mike & Pam Jamison
Duane & Susan Kullberg
Luther Automotive Group
Donald & Cynthia MacMillan
Mark Mahowald
Marty McAlpin
Neil McGraw
Howard & Lili McMillan
Greg McNeely
Medary Acres Greenhouses, Inc
Meridian Programs
David & Pam Miller
Dan Monick
The MPX Group
Kathleen Murphy
Tom Murphy
Charles & Lois Niemier
William O’Donnell, Jr.
Mame O’Meara
Paul & Elizabeth Olson
Greg & Cynthia Page
Jerry & Pam Palmer
Shannon Plourde
Colin Plummer
Mairs and Power
John Puchtel
Karl Rasmussen
Dick Rice & Rosemarie Whitehead
Jay & Holli Rietmulder
Thomas & Lucy Robertson
Rojo Edina, LLC
Rojo West End
Susan Ryan
Scott Family Foundation
Bill & Katrinka Sharpe

Garrett & Lauren Simensen
Rick & Kristine Sterling
Ken Stewart & Sherry  
 Gaugler-Stewart
Harold Sweatt
Phil Taylor
David & Marlys Thies
Andrew & Linnea Turner
Alice and Fred Wall Family   
 Foundation 
Weyerhaeuser Foundation 
Charlie & Julie Whitaker
Zupon Family Charitable Gift Fund

Gifts of $100-$999

Martha Albrecht
All Seasons Towing
Amazon Smile Program
Dave & Paula Anderson
Doug Anderson
Mark & Connie Andrew
John & Julie Appert
Deirdre Armstrong
Nancy Atkins
Peter Bachman & Janet Rice
Ball Realty Trust
John & Jadean Barthelmes
Kathryn Barthelmes
Peter Bartholome & Denise Rupp
Jeffrey Beattie
Beach’s Remodeling &    
 Construction, LLC
Kim & Carol Bemis
Luke & Annette Beshar
Bill & Sherry Beverley
Paul Beyreuther
Jonathan Biebl
Ted & Nancy Bigos
Christopher & Carolyn Bingham
Charlie & Denise Bisanz
Larry & Marian Bistodeau



George & Teri Bloom
Peter Bock
Brad Bodnarchuk & Carla Scharback
David Boedeker
Thomas Boehne
Clint & Joan Bogen
Beth Bomba
David & Gretchen Bonham
Diann Boonstra
Bradford Health Services
Philip & Pam Broat
Andrea Bruner
BT Wright Trust
Buffalo Eye Clinic
John Bultena
Patrick Burke
Shawna Burkey
Bob & Sue Burns
Debra Buswell
Dallas & Christie Buss
Marie Cadigan
Rod & Peggy Campbell
Sue Caplan
Curtis Carlson Family Foundation
David & Elizabeth Carlson
Mary Jo Carlson
Steve & Marcia Carnes
Timothy & Holly Cashin
Mary Cashman
Rosanne Cauley
John Chadbourn
Ken & Ann Chipongian
Mary Lou Chipongian
Lawrence & Jean Christie
Christos, Inc
Graham Clark
Ray & Elly Clark
Robert & Marjorie Clingan
Sam Cohen
Kathryn Collins
Timothy Collins
James Conway, Sr.

Daniel Cook
Kim Coran
Christopher Dale
Peter Daly
Dan & Kathleen Danford
Tom & Meredith Danford
Charles & Jan Darth
Patrick Delaney
Kent Doffing
Dan & Katie Donovan
Major (Ret) John Donovan
David Drach
John & Mary Duffy
Andrew Duhon
Cary Ebert
Ross Eggers
Robert & Marilee Elsholtz
Jayne Emory
Patrick & Barbara Ennen
Craig & Diane Erickson
Steven Erickson
Ben Esterley
Tom & Julie Esterley
Karen Fiedler
Sheila Taft Fitzgerald
Patrick Flahaven
Jon Flor
Yvonne Foster
Mary Fox
Kara Frahm
Robert & Sandra Frank
Sean Gaetz
Daphne Geary
Jim & Ginger Giefer
Stephen Giordano
Richard Gitler
Terry Glarner
Andrew Goldfarb
Golden Valley Golf and  
 Country Club
Steve Graber
Jim Grathwol

Paul & Julie Graupmann
Taylor Graupmann
David & Linda Graves
Thomas Gray
Jerry & Mary Jo Gruidl
Sally Guillet
Steve & Patricia Gulbrandsen
Bob & Gretchen Haben
Judith Hadler
Justin Hadler
Mary Hagen
Kathryn Hahne
Janis Hall
Joe Hammer
David & Lisa Hankla
Russell & Tamara Harbach
Steven & Maureen Harris
Bill & Helen Hartfiel
Brad Haugsland
Dale Haukaas
Hazelwood Food and Drink
Health Care Profesionals
Doug & Judie Heckenliable
Tim Hegna
Irene Heiam
David & Teresa Hess
Drew Horowitz & Associates, LLC
Yvonne House
Richard & Meredith Howell, Sr.
Peter & Annie Hubbard
Ed Hughes
Mark & Julie Hurley
Susan Inman
Keith Irestone
Jean & John Isaksen Fund 
Daryl & Linda Jalbert
Jenessa Jensen
Gerald & Susan Jirsa
Susan Johnson
Wayne & Marlyce Johnson
Randy Jonell & Jolene Schmelzer
Kenneth & Elizabeth Kauth
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Donor Acknowledgments - Continued

Bob & Nancy Keeton
Thomas & Victoria Keller
Rita Keltgen
John Kephart & Deborah Roesler
Drs. Robert Kiefner & Patricia Clancy
Lars Kirkegaard
Willilam Kittelson
Suzan Klein
Jake Klisivitch & Hillary Parsons
Victoria Knopes
Paul & Rosanne Knower
Keith Korthals
William & Susan Kosel
Tom & Monica Krebsbach
Emmet & Norma Kurtz
Alan Landreville
David Rasey & Marilyn Lantz
Theresa LaRocca
Bruce Larson
Tom LaSalle
Kelly Leahy
Jacob & Thanuji Lewis
Theresa & Roger Lewis
Jim & Kathleen Lindahl
John & Mary Lindquist
Charlie & Jan Lloyd
Grace Long
Valerie Lothenbach
Laroy & Lila Luther
Wayne & Judith Madsen
John Magnuson
Kevin Maguire
Donna Mahacek
Jim & Connie Maher
Max & Jessica Marcy
Brian & Susan Mark
Andrew & Maia Marshall
Clark & Joyce Marshall
Rodney & Shirley Martenson
Mark McConnell
Rhonda McCune
Damian & Sandy McElrath

Matthew & Amber McEnery
Paul & Julie McGarvey
Terry McGinley
Peter & Elizabeth McHenry
Peg McKee
Kelly McKinney
Edgar McLellan III
McMillan Electric Company
Margaret McRaith
John & Emily McWhite
Katheryn Menaged
Jim & Julie Mendesh
Peter & Carol Midthun
Midwest Sign & Screen Printing
Marc & Anne Miller
Whitney & Nancy Miller
Minnesota Custom Drywall
Minnesota Philanthropy Partners
Bruce & Sara Monick
John Monno
Thomas & Louise Montague
David & Susan Montgomery
Susan Moore
Sheila Morgan
Barbara Moriarty
Spence Morley
Jean Morrison
Susan Munson
Diane Naas
Marilyn Nelson
Marilyn Nevin
New Hope Women of Today
Karen Newstrom-Peitso
Craig Nickels
Bob & Cindy Nihart
Robert J Nistler
Bruce & Pat Norby
NUWAY
Duane Nygren
Bob Nystrom
Michael O’Connell & Molly Ryan
Jack Odom

Steve Olsonoski
Steve Ostrander
Matthew Oxford
Mike Pakkala
Dru Palinkas
Timothy & Susan Palmer
John Parkos
Richard Passolt
Tracy Patil
Thomas & Sally Patterson
Gary & Susan Paulson
Paul & Julie Peckham
Cynthia Perry
Dean Johnson & Ann Perry
Elizabeth Peterson
Eva Pickeral
RD & JM Pihlstrom
Addison & Cynthia Piper
Polaris Industries
Rachel Pontzer
William & Michelle Pool
Art & Diane Poole
Ron & Molly Poole
Robert Powers & Marilyn Mueller
Dan & Patricia Prazich
Scott Price
Promotions Ink
Erin Purdue
Tim & Michaela Quello
Luther Ranheim & Michelle Wirtz
Rapid Packaging
James Rauner & Karen Nicola
Patrick Reardon
Dennis Ready
Mark & Karen Reed
Karl Reichert
Reinhart FoodService
Janis Reinschmidt
Raymond & Linda Reiser
Ken Ritterspach & Jan Schaub
Thomas & Margaret Roe
Bob & Joan Rohde



Greg Romain
Tim & Carmen Rosland
Katherine Ruffner
James Rusk
Sol Ryan
St. Paul Construction/George Johns
St. Phillip The Deacon  
 - Tuesday Night AA
Salem Foundation
Linda Sauer
Paul Schneider
Kay Schroeder
Steve & Tami Schroll
Seagulls Men’s Retreat
Securian Trust Company 
Bill Seed
Rick Shamberg
James Simpson III
David & Charlotte Sirianni
Joanne Sitt
James & Nancy Smessaert
Scott Stevenson
Jim & Sharon Stoebner
Gordon & Debbie Stofer
Brian Storey
Lisa Streachek
Paul & Catherine Strobel
Mark & Jane Tafel
Richard & Kathleen Tait
Tavern 4 & 5, LLC
Reed Terwilliger
Karen Terwillinger
David Teuteberg
Brian Thielges
Tama Thomas
Thompson Street Capital Partners
Tom Thompson
Peggy Tierney
Townsquare Media NJ 
TrackChanges 
Pat & Barb Tracy
Elizabeth Triliegi

Jennifer Troy
David & Karen Trudeau
Michael Tufte & Jordan Seitz
Rusty & Linda Uscola
Brandon Valtinson
Richard & Anne Van Kolken
Dave & Jennifer Van Wyk
Corben VanSchoonhoven
Maria Vogel
Adele Waggaman
Natalie Waggaman
Shanda Waller
Aaron & Abby Weast
Tony Weinstine
James Wenker
Edward & Jane Wetzel
Timothy Whisler
Joseph Whitney & Desiree Heller
Peter & Catherine Wilhelm
David & Anne Williamson
Jeff Worden
Jim Wrich
Jeffrey Young
Richard & Carolyn Young
Patricia Younger
Gary & Michele Zalokar
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In Memory of Thomas Barrett

Dorothy Lodahl
Patricia Thompson

In Memory of Emily Boone

Kim & Carol Culp

In Memory of Jim Conway

Christos, Inc
James P. Conway Sr
Patricia Younger

In Memory of Steve Crane

Becky Duran
Mary Flanagan
Kevin & Sue Jensen
Rita Keltgen
Larry & Susan Koll
Susan Kosel
Joyce Kramer
Theresa M. Lewis
Mark Mahowald
Dru Palinkas
Nicole Rice
Carol Rosenblum
Craig & Susan Schleisman
Tama Thomas
TrackChanges

In Memory of Bennett Donovan

Kathryn Hahne

In Memory of Tom Foster

Dani Monick

In Memory of Marjorie Helmer

Kim & Carol Culp

In Memory of Daren Klegstad

Bill & Gina Wermerskirchen

In Memory of John Miller

Diann Boonstra
Mary Jo Carlson
Al & Pam Godfrey
John & Patricia MacMasters
David & Pam Miller
Gary & Deborah Moorman
Neighborhood National Bank
Gary & Susan Paulson
Kim & Del Mari Runck

In Memory of William Moore

Meagan Austin

In Memory of John Murphy

Richard & Susan Abel
Caroline Britt
Beverly Gustafson
Karen Hayes
Marge McLaughlin
Francis & Richyne Meyer
Kathleen Murphy
Terry & JoJo Nolan
John & Elizabeth Redding
Robert & Mary Schreyer

In Memory of Nan Perry

Barbara Scott

In Memory of Connor Post

Michael & Mary Cole

In Memory of Robert Premer

Jonathan Biebl
Timothy & Julie Bullock
Mary C. Burnett
Norm & Janet Carpenter
Peter Daly
Michael Davis
John & Mary Duffy

Paula Ellwein
Donald & Peggy Franson
Golden Valley Golf and  
 Country Club
Jerry & Mary Gruidl
Sandra Hume
Emmet & Norma Kurtz
Kenneth & Bev Limberg
Grace Long
LaRoy & Lila Luther
Margaret Milligan
John Monno
Sheila Morgan
RD & Julie Pihlstrom
Mary Lynn Regan
Larry & Dee Anne Schwartz
John & Elizabeth Sieff
Arnulf Svendsen
Elizabeth Triliegi
Jim Valkevich
James & Nancy Vieburg
Benjamin Wright

In Memory of Mike Puchtel

Gerald Jirsa
John Puchtel

In Memory of John Rauner

Anonymous
Steven & Darlene Ardolina
Bonnie Browne
Heather Deluca
Eileen Dock
Meredith Dzubina
Thomas & Nancy Lynch
Joseph & Ann Mahon
Karen Novotny
Karen Patrick-Mackolin
James F Rauner & Karen Nicola
Franklin & Barbara Reusch
Brian Sedillo

In Memory Donations
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Elliot & Phyllis Shulman
Paul & Catherine Strobel
Shannon Taber
Townsquare Media NJ
Thompson Street Capital Partners
Edward & Marlene Verna

In Memory of Alex Rewald

Debra Buswell
Sheila Fitzgerald
Russell & Tamara Harbach
Paul Knower
Wayne & Judith Madsen
Daniel & Barbara Magnussen
Wayne & Kathleen Morgenthaler
Paul & Julie Peckham
Rachel Pontzer
Rewald Donor Fund
Thomas & Mary Rondeau
James & Nancy Smessaert
Dennis & Linda Smith
Robert & Maureen Smith
Gary & Michele Zalokar

In Memory of Charity Roberts

Yvonne House

In Memory of Jill Ryan

Kim & Carol Culp

In Memory of Megan Shroat

Tim & Margo Roth

In Memory of William Waggaman

Daphne Geary
Victoria Knopes
Jenny Strang
Adele Waggaman

In Memory of Evan Winninger

Terry & Jan Winninger

Twenty years ago we opened our 

doors with a commitment to an 

idea, and to a belief that we can 

help people live free from their 

addiction if they make the choice 

to surrender, open their hearts 

and minds to the love, security 

and guidance of a higher power, 

commit to a seat in the front row 

of Twelve Step recovery, and 

embrace the good that is at the 

heart of a caring community.
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In Honor of Kathryn Barthelmes

Securian Trust Company

In Honor of Cecil Bell

James Ford Bell Foundation

In Honor of Robert Bisanz

Elizabeth Norqual

In Honor of John Curtiss

Harve Ferrill

In Honor of Kate Egart

Medary Acres Greenhouses, Inc

In Honor of Jasmine Keller

Thomas & Victoria Keller

In Honor of John MacDougall

Seagulls Men’s Retreat

In Honor of Mathew McCune’s Recovery

Rhonda McCune

In Honor of Angelene Maioriello

Stephanie Maioriello

In Honor of Andrew Marshall

Clark & Joyce Marshall

In Honor of Richard Rice

Kim & Carol Culp
David & Anne Williamson

In Honor of Carol Rosenblum’s 9 years

Steve & Maureen Harris

In Honor of Dave Solar & Nattalie 
Waggaman’s Wedding

Marc Katz

The list is comprised of donors  
who made gifts to The Retreat  
from January 1, 2017 to  
December 31, 2017.

In Honor Of Donations



Directors
Terry Troy – Chairman 
John Curtiss – President and CEO
Gale Sharpe – Vice Chairman
Robert Harvey – Secretary
Judy Halabrin – Treasurer
Robert Bisanz – Life Member
John Beal
John Brown, Jr.
Patty Connelly
Fran Coyne
Kim Culp
Kathy Gabler
Kevin Hart
Gordon Hendrickson
Larry Koll
Chuck Lynch
Marie Manthey
Michael McDermott
Dirk Miller
Joanne Sitt

Staff
John Curtiss 
President
Diane Poole 
Program Director
Debbie Johnson 
Dir. of Finance/Business Operations
Tara Tobin 
Dir. of Marketing & Outreach
Sherry Gaugler-Stewart 
Dir. Family & Spiritual Recovery
Mike Jamison 
Dir. of Non-Residential Services
Sol Ryan 
Dir. of Housing & Online Services
Jim Mendesh  
Dir. of Facilities & Operations
Peter Hubbard 
Director of Development
Lisa Shaughnessy 
Major Gifts Officer/Campaign Director
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Dear Donors, 
Friends and Alumni,
On behalf of The Retreat board of directors and all of our 
staff I want to thank our donors, volunteers and friends for 
making The Retreat the special place that it is. 

We could not have accomplished any of this without you.  
We are forever grateful to all those who have worked  
so hard to make this dream a reality. We can’t thank  
you enough.

Your generosity and service is vital to the men, women and 
families we care for at The Retreat, helping us lead the way 
in accessible, spiritually-grounded care for alcohol and drug 
dependent individuals and their families. 

Thank you,

John H. Curtiss,
President/CEO, The Retreat



21

A RICH HISTORY OF 
HOPE & RECOVERY
1992 The Community of Recovering People (CORP) is legally incorporated. 1992 Dr. Mann and Curtiss meet at a 

Johnson Institute conference. This meeting marked the beginning of a collaboration that would lead to the founding of The Retreat.   

1993 CORP receives a $200,000 grant from the Johnson Institute, hires James Clayton as executive director, and begins formal 

strategic planning and program design, focusing on weekend and weeklong programs.  1996 At a board retreat, CORP finalizes the 

strategic business and marketing plan for a new model for recovery services built upon on spiritual principals, community and fellowship, 

and with the goal of providing recovery services that would be accessible, affordable and effective. Curtiss proposes the new endeavor 

be named “The Retreat”. 1997 CORP raises $650,000 needed to open the doors to The Retreat. The board, led by developer Jim 

Stuebner, identifies Upland Farm, a manor home surrounded by 172 acres in Minnetrista as an ideal site to house the new program. Curtiss 

is elected board president. 1998 The Retreat opens its doors to its first guest, Jimmy P. The first female guest, Valerie B. arrives 

a few weeks later. 2002 1,000th guest completes The Retreat 30-day residency. 2003 The Cenacle, a former religious 

retreat center in the heart of the Big Woods in Wayzata, is put up for sale. The Retreat buys the main house and seven surrounding 

acres on the grounds for $2 million; the remaining 15 acres is acquired and preserved in perpetuity by The Friends of the Big Woods. 

2004 Making Room for Recovery, a capital campaign to support the purchase and remodeling of the new Wayzata property, is 

launched. The campaign raises $6.5 million in three years. 2004 The Retreat opens in Wayzata. It includes 30 beds, with future 

capacity for 70. 2005 The Retreat family program is launched.  2007 The McIver Family Center, a new 18-bed home purpose-

built for family and spiritual programming, opens on the Wayzata campus. 2008 The Retreat marks its 10th anniversary. It has 

44 employees, and has served 6,400 individuals since opening. 2010 The Retreat has given more than $1,000,000 in scholarships 

to guests. 2011 MyRecovery.com is launched, providing immediate access to recovery resources, meeting content and intake 

and intervention specialists at The Retreat. 2012 The Retreat Breakfast Club holds its first gathering at The University Club in  

St. Paul. 2013 The main campus in Wayzata is expanded to accommodate growth of day programs including non-residential  

and 55Plus programs. 2016 We renovate the Fitness Center thanks to the leadership and a generous grant from the Carlson Foundation.  

2017 Our Next Step, a capital project to expand the Wayzata campus and create the new National Center for Women’s Recovery, is 

launched.  2018 We reach the milestone of helping 22,000 individuals and families find life in recovery, and mark our 20th anniversary.



All gifts received in 2018 will be acknowledged in our 2018 Annual Report and annual giving wall. Cumulative giving of $2,500 and 
greater will be acknowledged on The Retreat lifetime giving wall, an annually updated and prominently featured tribute display.

$22,000
$1 for each  

of our 22,000 
guests served

$7,300
$1 per day  

for 20 years

$4,900
30-day  

in-residence 
program

$1,200
One week  

in-residence

$163 
One day at  
The Retreat

Your gift to The Retreat will provide scholarship funds, enhance our campus 
facilities and create The National Center for Women’s Recovery.

Gifts made by July, 1 2018 qualify for the HART to HEART CHALLENGE MATCH.  
The Hart family will provide a $250,000, dollar-for-dollar match of all donations  
raised by The Retreat community. Help raise $500,000! 

Your generosity makes a tremendous impact when you consider…

To make a gift, use the enclosed envelope, go to www.theretreat.org/giving, or contact 
Peter Hubbard, Director of Development, at phubbard@theretreat.org or 952-476-0566. 

Thank you.

Celebrating 20 years 
one day at a time.
Make an anniversary gift to The Retreat!
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www.theretreat.org
info@theretreat.org

952-476-0566 | 1-877-446-9283

Pat Stevenson
123 Fourth Avenue
Grand City, US 12345-6789

1998
2018Our mission is to improve the quality of life for individuals, families and 

communities affected by alcohol and drug dependency by providing 
affordable, effective educational services grounded in the Twelve Step 
principles of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF 
HOPE & RECOVERY


